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MIDDLE SCHOOL GOAL SETTING 
In the last few weeks I have been visiting Year 8 and 9 classes talking to them about the goal setting 
program we have engaged with for almost 2 years. Students analyse their reports, they look at their 
own performance data (academic, effort, behaviour and attendance) and set measurable goals 
When I am in these classes I reinforce that: 
Á the ability to set and strive to achieve goals is an important life skill 

(Successful people and organisations know what they want and work to achieve it) 

Á more than anything we value growth or continuing improvement 
Á working out how to achieve goals (strategies) is the hardest part but the more people 

persist in finding a way the more success they experience 
Á there is a strong connection between effort and success 

The visits also provide me with the chance to talk with individual students about the grade point 
average (GPA), their effort score (EPA) or how their attendance is tracking. I also meet with small 
groups who have demonstrated exceptional effort, high growth or who are struggling to reach the 
expectations we have of all learners. Soon students will receive their Term 2 report and will be able 
to analyse their performance identifying where they have grown and emerging areas of concern.  

A key reason WHY WE PURSUE GOAL SETTING is to progressively build a culture of achievement, 
making sure students are at the centre of learning; that they take responsibility for their own 
attitude, work ethic and improvement. I am very impressed with the attention to detail being shown 
and am convinced that this is a powerful way of building capacity in youth. 

We are looking for ways to involve parents in this work. Goal setting is discussed at Year 8 & 9 parent 
teacher interviews and goals together with some performance data is recorded in diaries. I 
encourage middle school parents and caregivers to talk to about goals setting with their children; the 
more we are on the same page and working together the better it will be for student achievement. 

 

 

 

Coming Events 

Jul 5 Year 12 Camp 

Jul 7 Last Day Term 2 Early 
Dismissal @ 2:25pm 

Jul 24 Term 3 Commences 

Jul 26-27 MEN B Vaccination Years 
10-12 

Aug 7 Governing Council 
Commencing @ 7:00pm 

Aug 21 JPSS Horse Breed Show 

Sept 4 Student Free Day 

Sept 11 Governing Council 
Commencing @ 7:00pm 

Sept 27 School Closure Day 

Sept 29 Last Day Term 3 Early 
Dismissal @ 2:25pm 

Oct 16 Term 4 Commences 

Oct 26 Year 8 Immunisations 

Nov 1 CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ¸ŜŀǊ мнΩǎ 

Leadership Team 

Principal:  Roger Nottage 

Deputy Principal:  Michael Gaunt 

Assistant Principals:  Rachel Gray 
Graham Hoile  
Maciej Jankowski 
Kate Tetlow 

School Links 

 

 

Ć  Chantelle Conlan and John Nikoloudis working in Room 84. 

  



 

J O H N  P I R I E  S E C O N D A R Y S C H O O L  |  s t r i v i n g  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e 

A   40 Mary Elie Street Port Pirie SA 5540      P  (08) 8632 0400      F   (08) 8632 3195      W    jpss.sa.edu.au 

 

Ceramics Workshop 

On Friday 16 June John 

Pirie Secondary School 

was lucky to hold a 

ceramics workshop with 

Gerry Wedd and Kerryn 

Levi. During the 

workshop Gerry and 

Kerryn worked with 19 

students across years 9-11 to foster their skill and knowledge in 

ceramics. Students had the opportunity to create both hand built 

and wheel thrown pots on the day. They ended the day 

experimenting with designs using underglaze and sgraffito. It was 

a fantastic opportunity for our students. Gerry Wedd: Kitschen 

Man is currently on exhibition at the Port Pirie Regional Art 

Gallery until July 9. 

Lauren Keynes 

Arts Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Soccer Excellence Academy 

The Soccer Excellence Academy has had a successful and busy 

term. Players have turned their attention to focusing on Futsal in 

practical lessons and have focused on Team Strategy and 

Development in theoretical lessons. We hosted Henley High 

School and St Marks College in the inaugural Soccer Carnival 

between the schools at JPSS. This was a great day, and all 

students were great role models for the school, showing all 

school qualities. The girls finished 2
nd

 in Division 2 of the Year 8/9 

5 a side Northern Zone Carnival in Adelaide. A fantastic 

achievement for the girls against difficult opposition. The 

Australian College of Sport 

visited JPSS, and students 

were given the opportunity to 

be trained by world-class 

coaches. The Academy is 

performing very well in the 

High School Soccer League 

held at Senate Road Complex 

on Saturday mornings, they currently sit in 1
st
 place. A fantastic 

achievement for such a young group of players. The Football 

Federation of South Australia (FFSA) will be visiting JPSS in Week 

9 and 10 for players to be trained by elite coaches in Futsal. The 

Soccer Excellence Academy would like to thank and acknowledge 

all sponsors for their support in this new initiative at JPSS; 

Intersport Port Pirie, Midstate Hardware, Magic FM, Automatic 

Print and Geoff Brock MP.  

Ben Howard 

Academy Director 

Peggy the Pint-Sized Pirate 

On June 14, Year 9 Drama students performed a play entitled 

άtŜƎƎȅ ǘƘŜ tƛƴǘ 

{ƛȊŜŘ tƛǊŀǘŜέ ŀǘ tƻǊǘ 

Pirie West Primary 

School. The play 

was about a young 

girl called Peggy 

ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ 

amazing adventure through the ocean, meeting lots of 

interesting characters along the way. 

The students spent many hours rehearsing during lesson time 

and after school. Students performed with enthusiasm 

representing the school with pride. They entertained both staff 

and students at Port Pirie West Primary School. After the 

performance, the stars of the show had photos with a junior 

school class. 

Caryn Duell and Rennae Vincent-Heylen 

Drama Teachers 
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Science and Engineering Challenge 

On Tuesday, June 20, 25 students from year 10 represented John 

Pirie Secondary School in the 2017 Science and Engineering 

Challenge. The students worked in groups of 3-4 to complete 

engineering activities, which required them to apply 

mathematical and science skills, along with problem solving, 

creative thinking and teamwork. The tasks included designing 

Mars buggies, prosthetic hands, electric circuits, flat-pack 

furniture, secret communication codes, earthquake tolerant 

buildings and bridges.   

Students persisted and 

continually applied trial 

and error as their 

designs were tested and 

the tasks demands and 

levels of complexity 

increased. JPSS students 

rose to each challenge, 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ н
nd

 overall 

against the seven other schools.  Many commented on how 

enjoyable the day was and the importance of applying concepts 

learnt in the classroom to real world problems.  

Rank  School  Score 

1 Gladstone Area School 1041.70 

2 John Pirie Secondary School 984.68 

3 Jamestown Area School 959.35 

4 Orroroo Area School 915.31 

5 Saint Marks College 913.33 

6 Mid North Christian College 895.33 

7 Port Broughton Area School 717.27 

8 Kadina Memorial School 698.30 

Georgina Christian 

Science Coordinator 
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{ǘŀƎŜ м  /ƘƛƭŘ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀǊǘȅ 

Elmo, Oscar, Big Bird, Bert, Ernie the Cookie 

Monster and the Count who loves to count 

all made an appearance at John Pirie 

Secondary School today for the Stage 1 

collaborative task ς ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀǊǘȅΗ 

This task involves all students working 

collaboratively to plan and execute a party 

for children, deciding on the theme, foods, 

activities, music and decorations.  The students divided 

themselves into teams and each group tackled different aspects.  

Many hours were spent both at school and after hours to cook, 

create and set up for the day.  Students made healthy sausage 

rolls, pizzas and pizza scrolls, cupcakes, honey crackles and fruit 

platters to feed the little people and their parents. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀƴ ōŀƎ ƛƴ 

hǎŎŀǊΩǎ ōƛƴΩΣ ŎƻƭƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ ΨǇƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƪƛŜ ƻƴ /ƻƻƪƛŜ aƻƴǎǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ 

the crowd favourite the ball pit!  Balloons, letters, numbers and 

all the characters from Sesame Street adorned the HPD Centre.  

Our students entertained and looked after the little ones in their 

care.  This party also has an educational focus in that students 

needed to consider safety, hygiene, allergies, the physical, social 

and emotional development of children and the activities to 

support that. 

The little ones left with party bags in hand, some messy faces 

and slightly exhausted from having so much fun.  Our students 

applied their learning in a way that was valuable to all. 

Well done Stage 1 students. 

Karen Rohde 

Literacy Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


